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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

Amendment received on 10/29/2004 is acknowledged and entered. Claims 1, 17- 
39, 42 and 43 have been canceled. New claims 45 and 46 have been added. Claims 2- 
16, 40, 41, and 44-46 are currently pending in the application. 

Remarks 

Claim Rejections under 35 USC § 102 and Claim Rejections under 35 USC § 
103 have been withdrawn due to the applicant's amendment. 

The numbering of claims is not in accordance with 37 CFR 1 .126 which requires 
the original numbering of the claims to be preserved throughout the prosecution. When 
claims are canceled, the remaining claims must not be renumbered. When new claims 
are presented, they must be numbered consecutively beginning with the number next 
following the highest numbered claims previously presented (whether entered or not). 

Misnumbered claims 45 and 45 have been renumbered as 45 and 46. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Independent Claims 2, 13 and 44 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

Regarding claim 2, the best prior art of record (Tarrant in view of Krysiak et al.) 
discloses a computer-readable medium having computer-executable instructions for 
performing steps comprising: 

generating at least one entity trust list containing at least one characteristic of at 
least two of the entities, a level of trust being gauged by the at least one characteristic; 
generating at least one transactional trust list containing at least one parameter relative 
to an exchange between at least two of the entities through at least one degree of 
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separation between the entities; and creating at least one receiving connponent that 
obtains information from the at least one entity trust list and the at least one 
transactional trust list in order to provide a framework for at least two of the entities to 
establish relationships between one another. 

However, the prior art of record does not disclose that said at least one proxy 
parameter being indicative of an action that a trusted party can perform on behalf of a 
trusting party. 

Regarding claim 13, the best prior art of record (Tarrant in view of Krysiak et al.) 
discloses a computer-readable medium having computer-executable instructions for 
performing steps comprising: 

generating an entity trust list containing at least one characteristic of at least two 
of the entities, a level of trust being gauged by the at least one characteristic; generating 
transactional trust list containing at least one parameter relative to an exchange 
between at least two of the entities through at least one degree of separation between 
the entities; generating a capability domain and activity trust level data base for each of 
the at least two entities, the data base having a plurality of levels of trust and a plurality 
of entity roles, the capability domain and activity trust data base comprising a plurality of 
entries, each entry being indexed by an entity role and a level of trust, each said entry 
being indicative of a corresponding business process; and creating at least one 
receiving component that obtains information from the entity trust list and the 
transactional trust list in order to provide a framework for at least two of the entities to 
establish relationships between one another. 

However, the prior art of record does not disclose that said at least one proxy 
parameter being indicative of an action that a trusted party can perform on behalf of a 
trusting party. 

Regarding claim 44, the best prior art of record (Tarrant in view of Krysiak et al.) 
discloses a computer-readable medium having computer-executable instructions for 
performing steps comprising: 
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creating a trust component that stores a trust level for each directly 
interconnected entity and at least one corresponding valuation criterion for determining 
the trust level and that obtains an associated trust level of a sought entity through an 
interconnected intermediate entity if the sought entity is not directly interconnected to 
the selected entity, the trust component comprising: an entity trust portion that includes 
a first data structure, the first data structure storing a distinguishing characteristic of 
each said directly interconnected entity, degree of trust being indicative of the 
distinguishing characteristic; and a transactional trust portion that includes a second 
data structure, the second data structure including a plurality of transactional 
parameters being indicative of criteria for conducting the new business relationship, and 
creating a transactional component for sharing information with the other interconnected 
entity. 

However, the prior art of record does not disclose that said the plurality of 
transactional parameters included in the second data structure comprise: a proxy 
parameter that is indicative of an activity, the activity being performed by a trusted party 
on behalf of a trusting party; and a plurality of activity-trust parameters being indexed by 
an activity trust domain and a capability domain, the activity trust domain being 
indicative of an activity trust level, the capability domain being indicative of an activity 
process level, each activity trust parameter being indicative of an associated business 
process. 

The best foreign art, Huberman et al. (EP 1 052 582 A2) discloses a method for 
enabling privacy and trust in electronic community, including: finding shared 
preferences; discovering communities with shared values; removing disincentives 
posed by liabilities; and negotiating on behalf of a group. 

However, Huberman et al. does not disclose establishing at least one proxy 
parameter being indicative of an action that a trusted party can perform on behalf of a 
trusting party; or establishing the plurality of transactional parameters included in the 
second data structure comprising: a proxy parameter that is indicative of an activity, the 
activity being performed by a trusted party on behalf of a trusting party; and a plurality of 
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activity-trust parameters being indexed by an activity trust domain and a capability 
domain, the activity trust domain being indicative of an activity trust level, the capability 
domain being indicative of an activity process level, each activity trust parameter being 
indicative of an associated business process. 

The best non-patent literature, Abrams et al. (Is Youe E-Business Trustworty?) 
discloses an analysis of current e-shopping activity and corresponding Internet fraud. 

While outlining certain recommendations how to enhance security of on-line 
commerce, Abrams et al. fails to disclose establishing at least one proxy parameter 
being indicative of an action that a trusted party can perform on behalf of a trusting 
party; or establishing the plurality of transactional parameters included in the second 
data structure comprising: a proxy parameter that is indicative of an activity, the activity 
being performed by a trusted party on behalf of a trusting party; and a plurality of 
activity-trust parameters being indexed by an activity trust donhain and a capability 
domain, the activity trust domain being indicative of an activity trust level, the capability 
domain being indicative of an activity process level, each activity trust parameter being 
indicative of an associated business process. 

The dependent claims 3-12, 14-16, 40, 41, 45 and 46 are considered allowable 
as they are dependent and based of an allowable independent claims. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Igor Borissov whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6801 . If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John W. Hayes can be reached on 571-272-6708. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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